| figure | should clear the air completely about the Vinesauce doc retweet in a way 280 
characters can’t convey. 


When it comes to Twitter allegations | tend to avoid involvement in them like the plague. Without 
going into detail, sexual abuse being covered up was a destructive and formative force in my 
family. It’s a terrible thing but at the same time, false accusations can be equally destructive and 
serious. So whenever I’d see one pop up I'd read over the logs and decide what to think of it for 
myself without making any kind of public address about my own thoughts. As we’ve seen time 
and time again these stories can twist back and forth in all kinds of ways and | didn’t want to be 
influencing anyone’s perception as another outsider. This time was different, since | was one of 
the ones to retweet allegations against someone at an early stage. 


I'll explain how and why this happened. 


About a week ago | was approached by a friend | consider to be trustworthy. | was told to chat 
with them over voice because text was too sensitive and they wouldn't divulge any details. They 
told me in call that a streamer had been abusive to fans for years, and that several people were 
coming forward in a combined document about it. Other witnesses including moderators would 
also be coming forward with their own perspectives on it. 


This was fucking shocking to say the least. 


| don’t often watch streams in general, but Vinny was one | would see on and off and I’m sure | 
still have comments or messages publicly displayed on his playthroughs of slavjank games 
somewhere. My friend told me the full situation with one of the victims, along with the fact they 
had audio to share proving one of the more harrowing claims about disease. | listened to it. The 
quality was bad since he told me it was from a laptop microphone recording a phone call (in a 
one party consent state) but it did sound like him. It was only a brief segment, maybe 30 
seconds but it added up with what he told me. | was informed they had about two hours of audio 
from this, that it was going to be edited for brevity and to protect the privacy of the victim. | was 
also told to be extremely discreet with this information, and was shown logs that private images 
could be threatened as blackmail or released without warning so nothing could be leaked out. 


Naturally, this all sounded fucking terrible. 


To make matters worse, there was some kind of timing situation now involved. My friend told me 
that this had been an on-going thing being put together for months, but things were now being 
fast tracked due to other allegations against someone from GameGrumps starting to fizzle out 
who might also be implicated by this evidence. | saw that stuff initially emerging but wasn’t 
keeping caught up with it because it’s GameGrumps. 


| was then asked if | would be willing to retweet the information when it came forward because it 
would be meaningful to the victims and spread awareness of it. Here was my thought process: 


- The accusers were remaining anonymous and it was going to be on a new account, so it 
didn’t seem like a ploy for someone to try to prop themselves up by crab bucketing. 

- The document evidence was being collected and organized with the help of a 
professional in the communications field, and this had been an ongoing process for 
months. | hadn’t seen the document in progress or anything like that, but based on what 
| had been shown already it seemed compelling enough. 

- | was told there were suspicions of others who might have been hurt/waiting to come 
forward but something like this might be their only chance to. 

- | was shown this evidence from a friend who had no apparent reason to lie to me. It had 
been years since we had talked about Vinny at all since he just wasn’t a topic that came 
up, but he was positive about the guy. He didn’t seem like he had a vendetta. 

- He said | didn’t have to do it, and that he’d understand my decision. 


| took all this in account and | wanted to help even though | thought it was a minimal way. | didn’t 
know the victims personally, but | trusted what my friend was telling me. There was no gain for 
me in doing this and | knew that | was putting myself on the line as I’ve seen how the internet 
reacts to this time and time again. If | was malicious and wanted to start leading false witch 
hunts, | probably wouldn’t pick arguably one of the most beloved streamers online to start with. | 
had seen and heard enough that it felt like the right thing to do, and would feel horrible telling 
him | couldn’t help. 


So the document came out and | retweeted it. My intent was for people to read the document 
themselves to come to their own conclusions, so | didn’t add anything to the RT and that was 
my first mistake. 


1) If | was going to share it, | should’ve clearly added a disclaimer that people should 
come to their own conclusions based on what they find. 


The problem with breaking this kind of thing is that, again, it can twist around in all kinds of 
ways. When one of the high profile Smash allegations broke out there was about a week or two 
of torching anyone who was spreading stuff about the accused, and then it turned out to be true. 
That’s also gone the other way where someone who was innocent was painted as a monster. 
These kinds of documents can be examined standalone, but other details can emerge over time 
that change their context. At the time of writing Vinny hasn’t made a statement, but details are 
emerging about the document so that’s all | can talk about here. 


A lot of people were rightfully upset with me for doing that without any context as the document 
was now being contested, so | explained that | was just raising awareness of it because that’s 
what | was asked to do and had no involvement in creating it. | got asked a LOT about names 
and groups | hadn’t heard of so I’ve taken the past day to be talking with other people back and 
forth since being secretive about everything was no longer a requirement since they got their 
compilation out how they wanted. 


I’ve learned a lot about how chaotic Vinesauce’s greater history is in the past few days. There 
have been a lot of conspiracy theories, so this is just what | think from my angle. 


For starters, | don’t think it’s the work of some ancient rival or ratposters on 4chan. | don’t think 
my friend is involved in any kind of internet ops group. | know a chain of trustworthy people can 
be destroyed by one weak link in it, but | doubt it was the person who clued me in. He said he 
had been present as the original stories were given to him and his intentions seemed sincere. 
From my understanding, he does not currently have editing access or other privileges on the 
document itself and I’m not sure who currently does. | don’t Know the total of people who had 
access to it, or who currently has hands on it. If there was someone malicious, it could be 
someone whose name | don’t know with my lack of information. 


When I checked back to Twitter later | saw that the document was doing the back and forths. 
One claim was that an email logo was fake, but then it turned out to be how Yahoo mail displays 
outside contacts like from G-Mail. One was that the images were suspicious and blurry, or that 
icons were moving around, and the solution to that was that Gmail is shitty and so is Google 
Docs on mobile without viewing in the app so people were seeing different qualities of 
screencaps and emails. Dates and times coincided with streams, but again were thrown into 
doubt with timezones. The audio quality also had people calling into question its validity, 
particularly the way it was spliced. You don’t need fancy headphones to hear when it sounds like 
the next person is suddenly much farther away or closer with different levels of background hiss. 


As | was told, and the document said, this was being done with the intent of preserving privacy 
and brevity, but spliced highlight audio without the raw file for the sake of comparison is rightfully 
seen as suspicious since you can make anything happen with that. You could dub in a voice/text 
or distort it sentence by sentence, but that’s a time consuming process and like | said before 
things were hurried. If that’s why it was presented like that it shouldn't have been hurried 
because EVERYONE should be suspicious of spliced audio. The document audio does start 
with the same portion | heard, but once past that point it hard cuts into being much worse quality 
after the other person’s response is cut. This kind of thing is possible with such a terrible 
microphone recording a phone, but again no raw file to compare or hear people adjusting 
position means it’s not crazy to be suspicious of it. 


Other issues with the document came from how posts on sites like Instagram are actually 
archived format wise, or how Vinny types. | have zero insight into either of these so they were a 
tossup for me. 


What | found to be significant enough was this tweet thread from a person who claims to be who 
Person #4 was talking about in the document. They claimed to have no knowledge of the 
validity of the other sources, but they contested this account. In summary, she said she had 
been “made out to be a victim against her consent” and that her trying to escape the situation 
was being framed as taking sides. She ends by saying that she isn’t trying to debunk the entire 
document, but only her role in Person #4’s report. 


This is a significant issue. To make matters worse, she has wanted her information removed 
from the document for nearly a day now at the time of posting. It’s likely the document holder 
doesn’t want to because removing sections out makes it more damning, but how much does it 
matter at this point? The privacy safeguard is already gone. 


Regardless of intention, the document now has some serious issues. 
Which leads to my next, biggest mistake. 
2) I should not have been involved at all. 


| should’ve just said no. I’m writing all of this about alleged actions involving strangers who I’ve 
never interacted with. | thought the height of my involvement would just be a passing along of 
information for people to judge for themselves, but | wasn’t thinking of how that was framed. | try 
not to think about internet numbers a lot, but | realize that wordlessly passing that document 
along from where | am was highly irresponsible. | understand that | was just being asked to be a 
spotlight on an issue | wasn’t involved in at all, but that is significantly different when you have 
fifty thousand followers on the platform. Me being involved at all from out of the blue was weird 
for everyone, and led to tangents away from the issue. 


I’m deeply sorry. 


I’m sorry to those who came forward in the document. | genuinely only wanted to help, but my 
involvement at all was a mistake. | agreed to it and it’s my fault for stupidly running in to try and 
support you on impulse without considering greater implications. I’m sorry that you’re hurting in 
this way, and hope it gets resolved. 


I’m sorry to Vinny. | haven’t seen his perspective yet, but | hope it comes prepared. | shouldn't 
have been spreading anything about you in my position when | don’t personally know you, but 
people will associate us because of shared tastes in games and shoutouts, and that could be 
misconstrued as some kind of a character testimony. It wasn’t my place to do so without better 
knowledge and | wronged you hard. 


Lastly, I’m sorry to anyone who was let down by me doing this. It was a fucking stupid decision, 
but | thought | would be letting my friend and victims down if | didn’t help when asked. My 
personal interactions mean nothing to the greater sphere, and | need to take better care 
considering the large scale effects of what | do. I’m a fucking moron, but | had good intentions. 
Road to hell and all that. 


Going forward, | won't be doing anything like this again unless I’ve witnessed it personally. It’s 
not fair to anyone involved for me to stumble into it, and even if lm asked by someone trusted | 
still have to consider all the available perspectives and outcomes. I'll always be available to 
support these kinds of situations in private, but | can’t be involved publicly without firsthand 
knowledge. It’s not my place to do so and will just end in making things worse. 


| was an idiot. Thanks for reading. 


